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2 Roddſean's malt clabbrate Eesti 
on Education, and in the Face of Ahern 
reſpectable Names as Locke and Milton, a fe 
merely ſummary Obſervations on ſo important 
a Subject, can be excuſed on no Principle but 
this, that too much cannot be ſaid upon it, and 
that even Repetition may, in this Inſtance, 
ſerve toawaken our Attention, which is clearly 
no indifferent Point gained; for I have long 
been convinced that moſt People, who think 
at all, and without Prejudice, e neatly, | 
alike, and think generally right. 
In Conformity to this Mooxitn;, 1 am fully 
of Optnion with Rouſſeau, that Education 
cannot begin too early, if properly adapted to 
the Age of the Pupil ; and in Infants, ta their 
Conſtitution; for many are ſo infirm till two 
Vear old, that the ſmalleſt Inattention to their 
Cries is often of real Injury to them; while 
the very Screaming of others, may, * 5 
A 2 if 
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ir they are ſound and robuſt, be a beneficial 


Exerciſe ; we ſhould nevertheleſs endeayour to 
find our its Caufe, without pleading, as is too 
often done, the idle Apprehenſion of cultiva- 


ting ill Habits ; which is but a lame Defence 


of the moſt unfeeling and dangerous Neglect; 

for, the very Recollection of Habits, contracted 
at that early Period (when their Inclinations 
are ſo compleatly under our Direction) may, 
with little Contrivance, be gradually warped 
to others of a more laudable Kind, both by 


prudently availing ourſelves of the Shortneſs of 


their Memory, and of the Prevalence of their 
little Paſſions, Engines, which, if dexterouſly 
managed, put them entirely at our Mercy. 

The Antients, and particularly the Spartans 
{obo were famed for the Management of their 
Children were fond of dipping them in cold 
Water; and I make no Doubt but that (in- 
dependent of other great Advantages) if they 
are free from any dangerous Complaints, the 
daily Practice of it from three Months old, is, 
both for their Nurſe and themfelves, the moſt 
healthy and compendious Way of waſhing 
them. They ſhould begin to craw! as early 
as poflible ; it ſtrengthens both their Arms and 
2 their 


n 
their Cheſt; it is the only Means of doing it 
for ſome Vears, and indeed, Providence ſeems 
to beſpeak it, by ſo long a Protraction of their 
Ability to walk. All Ligatures, and too 
much Covering either by Day or Night, 


ſhould be carefully avoided : By our Habits of 


Over-warmth in Bea, all, I fear, who can af- 
ford it, are but too apt to counteract their moſt 
ſtudious Endeavours towards the Endurance 
of Cold by Day: We ſhould otherwiſe be far 


hardier than we in general are. Our too late Diſ- 
covery of this Error, may be at leaſt beneficial 
to the Race to come. It is needleſs I hope to 


remark, that the Habits of bearing Cold in 
Bed-. ſhould be firſt contracted in temperate 
Weather; and, that in Caſe of Illneſs, the 
firſt Thing is to get well at any Rate; the 
next, to return gradually: to beneficial Habits. 
Aptitudes towards the Faculty of Memory, 


may be cultivated very early in Life, and by the 
| Means of little colateral Land-marks ſuggeſted 
to Children, (particularly ſuch as intereſt them) 


may be not only much aſſiſted, but at the ſame 
Time, will be neceſſarily accompanied with 
Habits of Obſervation; they are naturally cu- 


rious, and, by n inquiſitive; our 


A 3 | Anſwers 


L 6 J 


Anſwers to them ſhould be fimple and clear, 


but true, and by little at a _ _ elſe 
queſtion merely to pratili. id; 111 

Much depends upon the Choice 10 their 
Play-things z M hip, for Inſtance, make them 
Tyrants; Marbles are attended with but little 
Exerciſe, and help to cultivite Habits of Gam- 


bling; I hills, beſides their obvious Incon- 


venience, and their Offence to the Lungs, en- 
groſs too much of their Attention, to an un- 
profitable Object, they think they haye diſco- 
vered a new Faculty in themſelves, in which 
they are fully equal to their Superiors; for ſuch 
they ſhould be taught to believe every one at 
Man's Eſtate; and (as the Spartans wiſely! ob- 
ſerved) except when drunk, ſhould never ſee 
him but in a Light of Reſpect. I agree with 
Rouſſeau; the Loi des plus forts, ſhould be 
ſtrictly obſerved, but, with a Power of Appeal, 
in which the Outrage ſhould be clearly ſtated, 
and ſhortly and fairly argued; they would by 
that Means, ſoon contract Ideas of Juſtice, and 


be experimentally taught not * overrate ir 


own Importance. 


Their Amuſements ſhould e ted to 


| ſome e Period, the n that Period 
in 
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in View, will teach them Steadineſs and Per- 
feverance : As it is, they uſually leave all 
Things unfiniſhed, and wiſh for Nothing but 
Novelty; a dan; gerous Habit if not checked 
in Time. Their Dreſs | cannot be too plain, 
and if they banker after one more ornamented, 


= will be ealy to deter them from that, or in- 


deed any other vain Purſuit, by pointing it out 
in ſome one of their own Age, that happens c on 
any Account to be odious 1 in their 
Eyes. Pride is perhaps the firſt Paſſion that 


entets theit Minds, and if properly nenen che 
moſt uſeful.” erttdl 1850 3 


* ſuppoſe bim now five or fix Year all, and 
Tt ta ke for Ftanted, that frotn his Curioſity pro- 
5000 managed, and at Bis own Requeſt, you 
have taught Wii's to read Huently, and to write 
a little. The dead Languages if he be a Son 
of Opulence, are we preſume'to be learned, 
both for his own future Entertainment, and 
with a View to ſpeaking his native Language 
with Propriety and Confidence ; here it may not 
be amiſs to recolle& how old Montaigne 
learned them, it was fimply as each Man learns 


his own, that is, by Rote, and of Conſequence, 


eaſily and Buently; our Fu g Ladies of hes ion 
ens arri $77 
ty A4 I be- 
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I 8 learn French. in the fame . ; 
but, as it will be difficult to find a Preceptor 
that will ſpeak elegant Idiom in Latin, though 
Hundreds may be found to talk intelligibly and 
ſufficiently for Explanation; after two Vears, 
that is, about eight Vear old, he may begin the 
eaſier Claſſics, and conſult bis Grammar; his 
Dictionary he will ſeldom want, his Preceptor 
when he does, will generally ſupply its Place; ; 


and if he has either Wit or Candour, will not 


be aſhamed to point out the Inaccuracies and 
falſe Idiom he had been himſelf guilty of, du- 


ring their two Years. occaſional. Diſcourſe i in a 
dead Language. Why this Method is not 


practiſed. at Eaton, Weſtminſter, and other 
Schools, is aſtoniſhing. It is by talking Nonſenſe 
at firſt, that every Language is learned. If 
every Requeſt, of the Scholar, either in Engliſh, 

or whatſoever Attempts to Latin, was by the 
Maſter or Uſhers immediately put into ixtel- 


ligible Latin, and he made once or twice to 


repeat it, he would every Day learn Something 


at leaſt; were it but a Sentence i in a Week, it 
is, I fear, more than in the preſent barbarous 


Method, many do in ſeven tedious Vears.— 
Why ſhould not Boys, under ſmall Penaltics, 
: talk 
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talk the beſt Latin they can during School 
Hours to each other ? An Excuſe for any mo- 
derate Offence plcaded in Latin ſhould be va- 
lid ; a bigger Boy, or an Uſher, might ſuggeſt 
it, if they did but repeat it from Memory, 
without torturing their poor Brains with 
Gtammar or Dictionary, at an Age when 
either are of little Uſe, if we really mean to 
teach, not to puzzle them. Were it once 
well introduced, the Habit of ſpeakin 8 decent 
Latin would ſoon be as general as it is in ſome 
Parts of Poland; nor need the Maſters be 
aſhamed of expoſing their apparent Ignorance. 
I was once witneſs to a very ſenſible French- 
man's Incapacity to utter an intelligible Sen- 
tence in Engliſh, who had yet a tolerable Pro- 
nunciation, and had evidently read and well un- 
A derſtood many of our beſt Authors: I have 
known the ſame both in Spaniſh and Italian; 
ſo different a Matter is the underſtanding even 
a liring Language, and the ſpeaking it. 

I have in every Thing the higheſt Ref pect 
for Mr. Locke, yet I cannot help being g temp- | 
ted to differ from him on the Article of going 
wet-ſhod : Where Accident renders it neceſ- 
ſaty, it it is certainly fortunate. to be able to 
bear 
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bear it, but I would not, as he * (if I re- 
member right) ſolicit ſuch a Situation. I am 
rather of Opinion with Marſhal Saxe that the 


Feet in that Caſe periſh, or at leaſt ſuffer in a 


Degree with the Sboes and Stockings. As to 
Children dabbling in Puddles, Jam by, no 
Means averſe. to it; to "that. "End, let them 
draw off both Shoes and Stockings; and I 
would even recommend that they ſhould every 
Day, for at leaſt an Hour or two, play about 
bare-foot in Wet or Dry. Rouſſeau is of the 
fame Opinion; they would be then qualified 
to waſh their Feet every Night, and harden 


them i in cold Water. Ax is the Practice among 


the poorer Sort of both northern and ſouthern 
Nations, and many Ways contributes in the 
moſt enviable Degree to their Alertneſs by 
Night. I have beſides obſerved great Uſe 
made of the Feet by the Italian Sailors, in the 
Management of the Ropes aloft; they. ſeem 
in that Inſtance, to avail themſelves of a ſecond 
Pair of Hands, and to demonſtrate by viſible 
Proofs, that our Toes were not (as we, ſeem 
to apprehend) given us by Providence merely 
as an Inconvemience, and to be bound up from 
Sight and Uſe, I might here likewiſe remark 

aer ee e 


or 
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the Abſurdity of uſing one Arm, in conſtant 
Preference to the other, by which the whole 


left Side 1s rendered feeble, aukward, and often 
rheumatic : He, who, uſes both Pugh 1s at 
Jraft\ twiceghe; Man. 

Another Thing the-Moderns | mere neg- 


let, I mean Bathing and Swimming, which 


for their Whole ſomeneſs, Cleanlineſs, Utility, 
and perſonal Safety, ſhould by every Rank in 
Life be indiſpenſibly learned at a very early 
Period, and their conſtant Practice unremit- 
tingly obſerved, however cold the Seaſon, if 


we would be enabled effectually to reſiſt the 


Rigours of froſty Air. The public Baths of 
the Romans were innumerable, and they were 


ſo no Doubt, becauſe ſo ſenſible a People were 


fallin convinced of their ſalutary Effects. 
Nothing braces ſo much, or is more con- 


Nee Health, and to the future important 


Fe Life, as continued Exerciſe. _ Two 
Precautions, howeyer, are indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary in its Purſuits if violent; the One, a very 


gradual and imperceptibly encreaſed Training 


to the firſt Habits of it; and if long omitted, 
the ſame Caution on its Reſumption; Without 


this, Fi evers and other. Diſorders are often o- 


 caſioned, 
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cafioned, by the ſudden Combuſtion it creates 


eiſing to a Degree of Laflitude, to indulge in 9 
a full Meal; for, the digeſtive Faculties being 2B 


rally deemed: Bourgeois to do any Thing with 


| berately planning and attentively performing 9 


moſt difficult; I am beſides, convinced that a 
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in the Blood. The Other is, never, after exer- Hh 


proportionally exbauſted, with the Reſt of the 

Body, muft of Neceflity be rendered incom- W 

petent to the Act of pure erg the ill E 

Conſequences are obvious. x 
A thouſand light entertaining — will, 


with a little Contrivance while young, bewitch 3 F 
their Fancy into the Love of Reading, altho' © | 


the Bible and the Pſalms of David, too often 
prove but unſucceſsful mmm in ae | 
_ Days. 

Though in this Ate of Fin it is geb. 


Application or Attention, I would yet culti- 
vate as early as poffible the Habits of deli- 


to the utmoſt of their Ability, even the moſt 6 | 
ordinary Actions; for, independent of the 1 
Benefit that their Judgment will inſenſibly re- BH 
ceive from this Practice, they will involuntarily . 
contract a certain Eafe and Elegance in the 


Mind truely and a affected with the 
Harmony 


L 13 1 


Harmony of mechanical Order and Propriety, 


can {by the cleareſt: Parity of Regſoning ſcarcely 


fail to be (purely for its own intrinſic. Merits) , 


a Votary to Virtue, and that, if habitual Feel-, 
ings of this Kind do not actually add Strength 
to the moſt ſtoical Principles, they will at leaſt 
facilitate, and even give a Tincture of Pleaſure | 
to the Performance of their moſt rigid Dictates. 

If 2 Boy has much Vavacity, and by his 
Application and Attention to Study, gives at 


the ſame Time a flattering Promiſe of Talents, 


there can be no Doubt (whatever be his Birth) 
but that a public Education is likely ſooneſt 
to produce them to Advantage, from the illuſ- 

trious Connections that it will ſo early enable 
him to form. We. ſhould be however firſt 
well af ured of our F act, and reſolve before we 
begin, to purſue our Views with the utmoſt 

Liberality; but there i is even here a dangerous 
Inconvenience ; ; for, though without theſe 
liberal Supplies, he will if only a Commoner, 
be totally neglected, or reduced to aſſociate 
with Nobility on the wretched Terms of De- 
pendence, or the ſtill baſer Views of Gain: 
With them, he is ſure of being prematurely i ini- 


tated] into many Vices, Nice thoſe of Ga- 


ming 


- 
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ming and Drinking; add to this, that if a No- 


bleman; and opulent, he will infallibly aſſociate 


to himſelf an inſeparable Satellite, who, though 


he may poflibly turn out deſerving, will certainly 


be choſen at an Age when the One is not com- 
petent to diſtinguiſh, nor the Turn and Cha- 
racter of the Other of Maturity, ſufficient to 
be determined; yet will this Friend or Fa- 


vourite probably influence Over future Alon 
of his Life. RE eee 

1 4 Parent has Leiſure and Digi, Jad 
is qualified and equal to the Taſk: or gif he 
can afford it, and will make Chbice of 4 Pre- 


ceptor that is, and retain him'for about eight 


Years ; A Private Education i is In general" cer 
tainly ihe” molt eligible ;” though Men are ſo 
uhjuſt as to 12 the contrary, from from n the 
decided Majority of thoſe" publicly educated, 


who have proved Ornaments to their Country ; ; 
without keflecking that the Odds on their Side, 


in Point of Candidates, was at un. in a the ? 


Proportion of fifty to one. 92 

In the Courſe of a private Sled no 
decent Opportunity ſhould be omitted of in- 
troducing the Pupil into the moſt exemplary 


Company, previouſly pointing out to him 
| . thoſe, 


0 15 1 | 
| BY be are FN worthy af Imitation and 


Notice; and on his return Home, enquiring ; 
into tis Obſeryations he has made, and ma- 


king uch Com ents on them yourſelf, as are 
propottioned 0 bis A ge and Degree of Infor- 
mation. This Obtrügen of Him at ſo early a 
Period, will be often overlooked," if his Diſps* 
ſition has been zroperly conducted; for his 
good. £ Senſe and 2 Will, in tar Caſe, 
direct him to be for ſome Yelts ah attentive 
Obſerver, merely and ſeruputouil ” ahleſs firſt 
addreſſed, and Ke will by chat Mean, not only 
be doubly blhefited, but hs wall run little 
Riſque” of being 4 CAE This Practice 
was much f in 1 Uſe © A bo ong t the 8 bartans. 

As to Travellii ng, if we wel cop Wie r 
the moſt diltidg wilde ata a hg the Antients, 
and follow the WanifeRt Piet tes of Reaſon, it 
mould. I think, . 86 "undertaken upon à very: 
liberat Seals; and by no Means til he is ſome- 
what dequatnted' with his own Country ; ; and 
of an Age both to condi? 'Bimfelf with Pro- 
priety, a to avail HhimfIf of the Obſervations 
he will be enabled to make in the Courſe of 


: / four Years Abſence. The firſt; will be com- 


Phatly eniptoyed 1 in barely underſtanding the 
Languages, 
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before he quitted Fe been employed in 


16 1. 
Languages, 1 which, he might to the 


full as well have. ſtaid at Home ; for it is ob- f 


viouſly, the only Means of being i in any Sort 
acquainted with the People; he muſt learn 
them by actually living with F oreigners, and 
not as we, too often do, aſſociating only with 
his Countrymen, It is nevertheleſs Bere that 


he ſhould make Choice of his future Connec- 


tions in Life, from among the Numbers of 
Engliſh. of every Rank that he will neceſſarily 
meet in the Courſe of his Continuation on the, 
Continent, and which on: his return to England, 
he may prudently cement; for at the Age of, 
four or ive and twenty, 1 ſhould ſuppoſe | his 
Judgement, nearly as ſound as it ever will be; 5 
although his Mind, better furniſhed at A more 
adyanced Period, with Objects of Comparil riſon „ 
by the endleſs. Acceſſion. of Experience, may 
perhaps from Analogy, f ſometimes be enabled 
to draw more plauſible, Concluſions ; - or, a5 in 
Effect, few poſſible Caſes will be then new to. 
bim and he may- profit. even by. the Error of 
former Opinions. . Such on is, the Ar a 
Much of 4 1 = (It 85 0 for granted) 


- 0 "reading "= 


L805 
- 8 
? 72 


tn1 
reading at legſt good Tranſlations of Herodotus 


Thucidides Zenophon, Plutarch, and the 


Roman Hiſtory: for mere Matter of Fact, it 
is not poſſitively neceſſary that he ſhould read 
the Originals through, though he will be often 


ell paid in conſulting them for particular Paſ- 


ſages : and before his Return, he will proba- 
bly have gone through Guiciardin, Machiavel, 
and Davila: The French and Engliſh Hiſto- 
ries will now be far more intereſting to him; 
and the laſt four Years, will, upon the whole 
have given him that relative Knowledge of him- 
ſelf, that will fully entitle him to engage in 
whatever he may judge proper to undertake: As 
he will by this Time probably have diſcovered, 


that he is neither qualified from his Talents, 


nor adapted by his Diſpoſition, to ſucceed in 
every Line of Life, tho' perhaps calculated to 
ſhine in many, if properly choſen, _ 

I rather wiſh him to be an Admirer of the 
Charms of Muſic in others, than that he ſhould 
poſſeſs any Excellence, as a Performer, himſelf: 
the Time conſumed in its Attainment, would 
ſuffice to the Cultivation of almoſt any two uſe- 


ful Sciences, not to mention many other Incon- 


veniences neceſſarily attendant on its Purſuit, 


1 

Bodily Proweſs and Addreſs in the different 
athletic Sciences, have ſuffered much in their 
Eftimation ſince the Introduction of Fire- 
arms, I would yet wiſh our young Pupil to 
adopt their Practice {without Partiality in the 
Uſe of his Hands ) as Part of his daily Exerciſe ; 
for, beſides the manly Form and elegant Car- 
riage that his Body will involuntarily contract 
by it, I am perſuaded that their Knowledge, 
in every Branch, cannot but add a Confidence 
to natural Courage; and may poſſibly be ſome 
Time of Service, in repelling the Attacks of 
Ruffians. Horſemanſhip is likewiſe a gentle- 
manly and uſeful Qualification, and though I 
would not with him to paſs his Life altogether 
in the Fields, yet he would I think do well to 
ſpend many Hours {with his Gun, if permitted} 
in thoſe of the Countries he viſits : That he 
may not only judge of heir Face in particular, 
but, that he may habituate his Sight to the 
quick Deciſion of advantageous Poſts, and 
other Localities, that with Relation to Defiles, 
Mountains, Vallies, and Rivers, often bear ſome 
Analogy, though in different Countries, and 
may well be of Service to him, in Future, 
ſhould he ever be inclined or obliged to take 
LS | the 
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the Field. An intimate Knowledge of Natu» 


ral Hiſtory and of Mechanics, was often of the 
moſt eſſential Service to the immortal Julius 


Cæſar, the greateſt Leader and moſt accom- 


pliſhed Gentleman among the Antients: And 
to early Purſuits of this Kind, a modern Hero 


has lately been much indebted, as they have 
enabled him to reflect the trueſt Glory upon 


his Country, by the four Vears ſucceſsful De- 
fence of a barren Rock, in a ſultry Climate, 
againſt the united and unremitting Efforts of 
the Houſe of Bourbon; more if poſſible, than 
even his conſummate Merit and Experience 


as a General, or his wiſe and exem plary Regu- 
larity, Diſcipline, and Abſtinence as a Philo- 


ſopher. 
Let me canchits this Sketch with ping, 


that unleſs you build the Hope of his future 
Fortune on the indiſcriminate Defence of Right 
and Wrong, you ſhould above all Things in- 


culcate, even from his Infancy, the moſt incor- 


- ruptible Attachment to HaziTs of IN GEN V- 


OUSNESS ; you will be then infallibly ſure of 
Succeſs in every Endeavour, not with Rouſ- 


eau, cunningly to trick your Pupil, but by 


con- 


4 


I 
convictive Argument to perſuade him, fairly 
and openly like Socrates, into the moſt ardent 
Purſuit of Rectitude, and the ſteady Pactice 

of Virtue. | 


n 4 


Firſt Printed in 1782. 


